ThE NEW TESTRMINT LASREH

I. The Begiming of the Lowdls chanch,

o (e

A, T@e church in PURPO3E,

1, Eph3:7=~12=~The church was in the eterndl purpose of God,
' ~ {Let us note it is not a substitute)
2. Rom,16:25-26~=Revelation of thé mystery,

Be The church in PRONISE,

1., Gen,3:15«4To Adam & Evs,
Re (ENgl2ml2,~~To Abraham, :
a, HNumerous olfspring--Genels:16; 15:13~5; 17:2,4; 22:17,
be God would be God to him & his seed=-Gen,17:3-8.
¢, Lverlasting possession--Gen,17:7; 13:15; 15:18.21; 17:3.
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de Bless all nations thru him & his seedm-Jen,15:5; <:2:l

#iDiscuss “the two~fold fulfillment of each part of tae one

W

P

promise. #It was OUF PROMISDewActs £:393 15:23,%2: LB
Rom,4:14,16; Gdl ,3:15~29,

C, The church in 0ld Testament PROPHECY.

1. 28am 71120 wmDavidts throne to be established forever.
2¢ Jor 3l :3lmww{Hehb,8:8~12 )mwl new covenant will be established
with the houso of Israel, (Rom,2:28=3:7f) :
¥ 2, Jer,.31:32«=Covenant is not to be lille Tormer e,
be Jer,31;32--Tovenant to be in peoplels hearts., ‘
Ce Jer,31:54m~They shall all Imow the Lord, Jno,6:45,
(1) Jno6,7:l7==c can lmow Godts will today, : .
(2) Lte5:16m-We can be Filled with knowledge of God's will,
3e L50,2:200 & licah 4:1-2
a, Last Days (Jocl 2:28 & Acts £:16) The sm e last days:
~ the last dispensation=-truly the sun-lipght age,
b, llountain often refers to a kingdom. Since the kingdan of
God & the dweh of iis Son are the same, the wmounbain of
~ the Lordfs house must be His dhuréh or lringdom, ’
s Isa,2:3~=Law would go forth from Jerusalen, Acts 1:8.
d, All nations=-Iit ,28:18=20s 1:,16:16, ’
4, Danicl 2 wew (2:38wd5 )emInterpretation of the drcam,
2, Thou art the head of goldw=Babylonimn empirew—G06..536 B.G.
Destroyed Jorusalem & carried Judah captive, Contivity co-cwal
with the é&upire, be Another Itingdom (silver)=-forsion Zopir cee
536~350 B,C,  Permitted Jows réturn from captivity & aidsd
their re-dot, as a nation , ¢, A third (Brass)--Greclr -
330140 B,0. Ruled Palcstine in Period between the toa
dald powor passcd Tron Asia to Burépe, d, A fourth st-o
Qg Lrone~3 .~=to 478 A,D, Ruled tho wcrld
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sland 1ovovere-s3s up during time of Roman cmpirc, A st
not ¢it with hinds will brealr in pieeccs the formcr in~dons

& conswme theom,

WEEEICHARACTIR ISTICS OF TR KITeDOll VIHICH WILL LAST MOREVAR:
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5., CHARACTERISTICS OF THE KINGDOi: JHICH WILL LAST FOREVER:

8, Diviné in its origine-a "Stone éut out of the mountain without
" hands," Isa, 7:143 Jno,1:12,13, ’
b, Humble in its beginning--a "Stone," small, rough, insignificant
" in its appearancew-~1s5a,53:2; Phil,2:8,
¢, Victorious over all opposition-~"Breaking intc pleces”--the
opposing kingdoms of the world & "“subduing" all to itself,
2 Cor,10:4f; Acts 5:39,
d, Onward in its progress-=growing frdén 2 little stone into a
© "great mountain®, Acts 83173 12:24; 19:20; Isa,9:7.
e, Universel in its ultimate éxtente~destined to "rill the whole
" earth," Psa,72:11,17; Phil,2:9,10; Col,1:23: Mt,28:18-20,
f, Cverlasting in i s duratione-never to be "destroyed” or to
"be left to another people,” or succeedéd by another kingdom,
but to "stand forever." Psn.52:17: Rev,11:15; Isa,9:7,

8, Micah 5:2--~Ruler to come from Bethlehem, (Mt.2:1}
D, The church in N.T. Preparation (or Prophecy).

1. John the Bd tistmwlit,3:2-5 (llal,4:5ew=Mt, 11:11w14) #HActs 19:1w5,
2 The 12«wllt,10:7
3y The 70~-Lk,10:9
4, JesuSm-Mt, 4217 (TNnoe4:lmlumdiscuss)

a, Mk,9:leeKingdom to ® me with power{

"Dy MEea16¢1BwmJesus to build His churd ,
5, Llk,24347=~=Repentance ond rémission of sins to He preached first

at Jerusalem, Noteww(,3,Cqm==180,2:3: Actw 1:8,

B, The church in Perfection - IEst, of)

1, Foundation of church,

2, 1Cor,3:1)lw~Jdesus and no other is foundation.

be Ephi,2:20==Apostles, prophets, and Christ is the o rrer stone,

Co Mt,16:18maOn this rock (1 Cor,10:4=~note genders) the ch, built,

d, Is82,28il6«=~Prophecy concerning the foundation,

o Mt ,R1:42; Acts 4:11l-~-The head corner stone, ) '

fo Rom,9:33; 1Mt ,10:34ff==4 stone of stumbling, Isa,.8:14,

g« Yes, the stone shall be o stone of stumblirg § parents, children,
lands, money, étce, will cause one to stumble, Our consolation
is found in Mt,19:28~30, “ternal 1ife,

2. Establishment of the chwech, Acts 2,
e The kingdom was to come with power=-1k,9:1, ’
b, The power was to come with the Holy Spirit--Aéts 1:8,
c. The Holy Spirit come on Pentecoste~Acts 2:le=4,
ds Therefore, the kingdom came on Pentecost,

2a, Establishment of the churd,
a. Kingdom to begin and law to go farth from Jerusal eme-Isa ,2:3;
Lk,24:47, :
b, Law went forth on Pentecost from Yerusalemi-Acts 2:37-38,
c. Fentecost the begimingw--Acts 2:1-43 11:15,

2b, ‘Establishment of the churdi.
fe The law was to go farth from Jerusdl emwiIsnj2:2«3,
b, The apostles commlssioned to pregch--lti28:18=20; Mk,16:15-163



but in

structed to wait in Jerusalom Tor the Loly Splrlt.,.t

comé and guide them beforc begiming -Ll 24149,
¢, Spirit came on Pentecost and preaching of the gospel, the law
of the kingdom began on LOBLOCOot**ACtQ 2:31~34, 36-38,

3¢ Pont

ccost marks the begiming--Acts 11:15,

a, The begimning of the Christimn agees=The If,Te=~Heb,8:8; 9:15«17,
b, The beginning of the churche~-the kingdom,

e, T

he beginning of gospel preachinge~ - (DBR)

4, The boginning of remission of sins--Lk,24:47 (lit, 26:28)

®¥,P, Aftcer Pontecost the church or kingdom always spoken of as in

exl

stenée, Aebts 2:47¢ 5:11; 8:1l; 11:22; 13:1; 14:27; Col,1:13;

Rov,l:9; cte,.
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tudy Acts 2 MOrem-~m2:29=38m-=Christ on Davidls thronc today.

II. THE FALLING AWAY OF THE NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH.

A, Bible propheocics of the falling away,.

1.
2,

Josusw=lt,7:15

Paul )

ne R2Thess, 2:1=12,
(l) Falling away is to be before Christls second comings
(2) Lawlessncys already at work,

b 1Tim;4:1m5;

(1) Latter times some will f£all from the fdth,

(2) Forbid to marry, comand to abstain from meats,
c, Acts 20:28-30,

(1) Elders werc to draw aoway some oftér themseclves,

(2) After Poults departing cspecially,

B, Historical rcasons feor the falling away,
1, The church grew so rapidly that thousands were taken into

3e

the church who kncw 1little, Soon the majority knew but little
becausc of the rapid vrowth.
Lx, Discuss the dangers of a churdi growing too fastjil

Bvery time any local church falls, there 18 a rcason,

The church lost its scriptural organizationg Instead of the
elders dceiding mattors, somoetimos matters were put to a vote,
Sincc tho unlecarncd majority was morc nuncrous than the
learned minority, it is bubt natural that disastor camec,
Bixy Discuss the matter of vobting in tho church, {(The dangoer s

of it, etes §

The church sprcad all over the world, Aftcr thce apostlcs had
all died, whot was the souwrsc of authorityg If the original
church had stayed with the original suthoribty, would it have
fallcen?
Ex, Discuss our authority todays
The church began to convert or half convert mény pagansy
These pogans began to bring in thelr poganism, Many Jdews

were converted and they brought in theilr Judaism,
Soon the¢ church in many placcs was a mizburc of Chrlstianlty,
Judaism, and paganism, What is a falsc rcliglen today czoopt
a mixture of the same??7 %7

#Discuss dangerous tendencics today,



IIT. THE NATURE CF THE CHURCH ({about 15 lesscns)

#L. The churck is the called out body:

A, The meaning of the word churche
1, eklilesiaw(Gk, )=Ba gathering of citizens called out
from their homes into some public place; an assembly;
(1) Among the Greeks,  an . asserbly of the people
convened at thce public place of council for the purpose
of deliberating: Acts 19:39, (4} In the Christian :
sense, an asscmely of Christians gathered for worship,"
Thayer,
The word church, then, mcans a ¢alled out body of
pecplc,
2, The word is used in two senscs:
a, Universale~All those called out of the world Into
Godl's scrvice, Mt,16:18; Lph,5:23=25; And all
the terms uscd to designate its nature,
bs Local senscw~The called out in any locality.
1Cor,1:2; 1Thess.,l:1ly Phil ,1:1; Gal,1:2,
(A1l the Christians in any comunity corposc the
Lord!'s church, They should mecet together and
worship God, Heb,10:25)

1~

Bs The nature of this calling:
1, God ¢alls, hence, divince=Gal,1:15: 1Thess,4:7; 2Th,2:143
2Tim,1:9; Heb,5:4, ’
2o God calls us alle~1Cor,7:15,17,
Ss God is no respector of personse-Romy2:11; Acts 10:34
#If God calls some but not others, He is a respcctor
of persons, What about so called "called preachcrs?"

Ca All are callcd:
1. To follow in the footsteps of Christ-~1Pct.2:21,
2o To salvation or to be saved==~2Thcssel:13~14,
S¢Miternal lifew-1Tim,6:12,
4, For frecdom-~Gal 5:13, ’
5, Out of darknecss—~1iPct,2:9 (Col,1:13)
#If called out of darkncss, we are called away from

blind guides, ldnoe4:l,

De GOd calls us by: ) '
la The gospclemThess,2:15m14 (Romel:16)
8,~Tho calling is made possible by Christfs death~lPct,2:21,

G & D¢ God calls us out of darkncss, to be saved, and te
follow in Christ!s footsteps by the GOSPEL, All called,
_Sinco the gospel 1s for all arc callced,

Es Pirpose of the calling:

ls Riches of the glorye-Eph,1:18-19,

2, For a prize~ePhil,3:14, '

3« Cnc hope of calling--Eph,4:4,

Onc hope of callinge—wmmecmmew-— One calling,
How could some be called to be preachers and othérs to a different
hope and still be the same callinge s sOnc hopc, :

ALL PECFLE ARE CALLED ALIEKE BY THE GOSPELss s vr coenere ctesvescs



ITI, THE NATURE OF THE CHURChH

{Remember, all of the terms used to show the nature of the church,
picture the universal aspect cf the one church)

#2i The church is the body of Christ,

A, The church is called the body of Christ,
Col,1:18,24; Eph,1:22~23

B, There is one body (church),
1s There is one body-~-Eph;4:14; 1Cor,12:1213,20,
2. The one Head does not have many bndies, Nor vice versa,

-~ .

3. Since there is one body and it is the church, there
is one church,

C. Christ is the Head,
1. Plainly statedw-Co01l,1:18; Eph,1:23,
2. All orders come from headquarters-~lit,28:20; Gal,l:6=9,
3, Christ is Head over all things to the church--Eph,1:22,
4, He has all authority--lit,28:18,

D, If one is IN CHRIST-~he is a Christian and a member of
the one body,
1. Many members in the one body-~1Cor,12:12~31,
2. The disciples (followers) were called Christians--Acts 11:26,
5. The followers were in subjection to the Head, even Christ,
4, No clergy~-no laity--meibers are equally important~
1Cor,12:21-26,
5, Various functions of the members of the body-~Rom,12:4-5;
Eph.4:11-12,

E, One becomes a member of the body of Christ:
1, By being baptized into it--1Cor,12:13,
2, By getting into the light (Jno,1:7) or into Christ and
he must continue to walk in thelighte-FJlo,1:7.
5, Faith and repentance must precede baptism--Acts 2:38;
Acts 16:31-32; Mk,16:186,

THEN, WHAT IS TH. IMPORTANCE OF THE OCHURCH OF JZSUS CHRIST 2799

Paul defines the church as the body of Christ, God it the Father,
Christ is the Head, and the Holy Spirit is the Spirit of the body,
Christ without the church were: a Head without a body, a King
without a kingdom or subjects, a Captain without soldiers, a ¥
Bridegroom without a bride, etec, The church with-ut Christ, Cod,
and the Holy Spirit were! a body without a Head, a son without &
Fathe# {or body--zroup of sons), and a body without a Spirit,

"For as the body apart from the spirit is dead, even so faith ap art
from works is dead," James 2:26, Although this scrirture is not
referring to the drurch, the same could ap~ly, Yhe church is dead
1f it is not dirccted by the Holy Spirit throush the word of God,



